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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) An electric heating device used especially as an auxiliary heating for 
motor vehicles mA comprising: 

a plurality of heating elements, which are combined so as to form a heating block , wherein 

and-each of whieh said heating elements is adapted to be controlled separatel y to heat a 
particular portion of a total air flow to be heated, the remaining portion of the total air flow 
being heated only by the remaining heating elements and 

a control device for controlling which controls the heating power of each of the heating 

elements, the heating power for each of said heating elements being adapted to bo adjusted 
separatel y adjustable , 

wherein the control device is configur e d such that changes an allocation of the heating 
power to each when control of the individual heating elements is effected, an allocation of 
the respective separately adjustable heating powers to the individual heating elements can 
be changed at ^predetermined time intervals. 

2. (Original) An electric heating device according to claim 1, wherein the change of 
allocation represents a permutation or a rotation of the allocations of the respective 
separately adjusted heating powers to the individual heating elements. 
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3. (Currently Amended) An electric heating device according to claim 1, wherein the control 
device controls at least one of the heating elements through switching over between thea 
maximum heating power and zero power. 

4. (Original) An electric heating device according to claim 1, wherein the control device 
controls at least one of the heating elements via a substantially continuously adjustable 
heating power. 

5. (Original) An electric heating device according to claim 1, wherein the control device 
controls one of the heating elements via a continuously adjustable heating power and all 
the other heating elements through switching over between the maximum heating power 
and zero power. 

6. (Original) An electric heating device according to claim 4, wherein the control device 
controls the at least one heating element, whose heating power is continuously adjustable, 
via a pulse width modulation. 

7. (Currently Amended) An electric heating device according to claim 5, wherein the control 
device controls the at least one heating element, whose heating power is continuously 
adjustable, via a pulse width modulation. 

8. (Original) An electric heating device according to claim 7, wherein the predetermined 
time intervals represent an integer multiple of a period of the pulse width modulation. 

9. (Original) An electric heating device according to claim 8, wherein the heating device 
comprises a total of four separately controllable heating elements and the predetermined 
time intervals are equal to eight times the period of the pulse width modulation. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling an electric heating device, used especially 
as an auxiliary heafeg- heater for motor vehicles , the heating device end-comprising a 
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plurality of heating elements which are combined so as to form a heating blocks and-each 
of-whieh S aid heating elements being is-adapted to be controlled separately, th e h eating 
power for each of said heating elements being adj usted separately, 

controlling the heating power of each of the heating elements separately so that each of 
said heating elements heats only a portion of the total air flow to be heated, the remainder 
of the total air flow being heated by the remaining heating elements; and 

changing the allocation of a heatin g power to each of the heating elements at 
predetermined time intervals. 

wherein the allocation of the respective separately adjusted heating power s to the 
individual heating elements is changed at predetermined time intervals: - 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 0, wherein the step of changing the 
allocation of a heating power comprises change of allocation represents a permutingatien 
or a-rotatingen ef the allocations of the respective separately adjusted heating powers to the 
individual heating elements. 

12. (Original) A method according to claim 10, wherein one of the heating elements is 
controlled through switching over between the maximum heating power and zero power. 

13. (Original) A method according to claim 10, wherein at least one of the heating elements is 
controlled via a substantially continuously adjustable heating power. 

14. (Original) A method according to claim 10, wherein one of the heating elements is 
controlled via a continuously adjustable heating power and that all the other heating 
elements are controlled through switching over between the maximum heating power and 
zero power. 
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15. (Original) A method according to claim 13, wherein the at least one heating element 
whose heating power is continuously adjustable is controlled via a pulse width modulation. 

16. (Original) A method according to claim 14, wherein the at least one heating element 
whose heating power is continuously adjustable is controlled via a pulse width modulation. 

17. (Original) A method according to claim 16, wherein predetermined time intervals 
represent an integer multiple of a period of a pulse width modulation. 

18. (Currently Amended) A motor vehicle auxiliary electric heating device comprising: 

a plurality of separately controllable heating elements which are connected to one 
another so as to form a heating block , wherein each of said heating elements is adapted to 
be controlled separately to heat a particular portion of a total air flow to be heated, the 
remaining portion of the total air flow being heated only by the remaining heating 
elements ; and 

a control device for controlling the heating elements, the heating power for each of 
said heating elements being separately adjustable, 

wherein the control device is configured such that, when control of the individual 
heating elements is effected, an allocation of the respective separately adjustable heating 
powers to the individual heating elements is changeable at predetermined time intervals. 

19. (Original) An electric heating device according to claim 18, wherein the change of 
allocation represents a permutation or a rotation of the allocations of the respective 
separately adjusted heating powers to the individual heating elements. 

20. (Original) An electric heating device according to claim 18, wherein the control device is 
configured to control at least one of the heating elements through switching over between a 
maximum heating power and zero power. 
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21. (Original) An electric heating device according to claim 18, wherein the control device is 
configured to control at least one of the heating elements via a substantially continuously 
adjustable heating power. 

22. (Original) An electric heating device according to claim 18, wherein the control device is 
configured to control one of the heating elements via a continuously adjustable heating 
power and all the other heating elements through switching over between a maximum 
heating power and zero power. 

23. (Original) An electric heating device according to claim 21, wherein the control device is 
configured to control the at least one heating element, whose heating power is continuously 
adjustable, via a pulse width modulation. 

24. (Original) An electric heating device according to claim 22, wherein the control device is 
configured to control the one heating element, whose heating power is continuously 
adjustable, via a pulse width modulation. 

25. (Original) An electric heating device according to claim 24, wherein the predetermined 
time intervals represent an integer multiple of a period of the pulse width modulation. 

26. (Original) An electric heating device according to claim 25, wherein the heating device 
comprises a total of four separately controllable heating elements and the predetermined 
time intervals are equal to eight times the period of the pulse width modulation. 

27. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling a motor vehicle auxiliary electric heating 
device, the heating device comprising a plurality of separately controllable heating 
elements which are interconnected so as to form a heating block, the method comprising: 

adjusting the heating power for each of said heating elements separately so that each 
of said heating elements heat only a portion of the total air flow to be heated, the remainder 
of the total air flow being heated by the remaining heating elements , and 
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changing the allocation of the respective separately adjusted heating powers to the 
individual heating elements at predetermined time intervals. 

28. (Original) A method according to claim 27, wherein the change of allocation represents a 
permutation or a rotation of the allocations of the respective separately adjusted heating 
powers to the individual heating elements. 

29. (Original) A method according to claim 27, further comprising controlling one of the 
heating elements through switching over between the maximum heating power and zero 
power. 

30. (Original) A method according to claim 27, further comprising controlling at least one of 
the heating elements via operation of a substantially continuously adjustable heating 
power. 

3 1 . (Original) A method according to claim 27, further comprising controlling one of the 
heating elements via a continuously adjustable heating power and controlling all the other 
heating elements through switching over between a maximum heating power and zero 
power. 

32. (Original) A method according to claim 30, wherein the step of controlling the at least one 
heating element comprises continuously adjusting the heating power of the at least one 
heating element via a pulse width modulation. 

33. (Original) A method according to claim 3 1 , wherein the step of controlling the one heating 
element comprises continuously adjusting the heating power of the one heating element via 
a pulse width modulation. 
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34. (Original) A method according to claim 33, wherein the predetermined time intervals 
represent an integer multiple of a period of the pulse width modulation. 



{00070976.DOC /} 



Response to Office Action mailed December 15, 2004 
U.S. Appl. No. 10/696,724 to Probst 
Art Unit 3742 - Attorney Docket 127.016 
Page 10 



Amendments to the Drawings : 



Attachment: Replacement sheets labeled 1-6. 
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